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Caltrans District 7 in Los Angeles is working
on a $247 million project to replace a historic,
but aging Commodore Schuyler Heim bridge
that was not designed for today’s taller ships to
pass beneath. Work began in 2011 and comple-
tion is expected in late 2020.
Crews have demolished much of the original

bridge, a lift-span structure built in 1948. The
new bridge, now under construction, is in the
same location as the old — on State Route 47
between Ocean Boulevard and a quarter mile
south of State Route 102. 
As discussions developed about improving or

replacing the bridge, it was determined that the
original bridge was eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places. 
Built by the U.S. Navy, the eye-catching

north-south lift-span bridge provided a link
between Terminal Island and the mainland
where Wilmington and Long Beach meet.
Several times a day, traffic was halted to allow
the bridge’s metal-plate roadbed to rise elevator-
style to allow ships including tugboats, sailboats
and large vessels to pass beneath. 
The well-recognized, green-painted crossing

featured two cross-braced steel towers suspend-
ed by cables. Planners determined that it would
be more cost effective to replace the bridge than
attempt to retrofit it for earthquake safety.

So, the lift-span portion of the existing
Commodore Schuyler Heim bridge is being
replaced by a fixed-span bridge structure. It
means the new bridge that spans the length of
the channel will be permanently attached to sup-
port beams. The new bridge is tall enough to
allow for tall ships to pass beneath without use

of mechanical lifts.
“The Schuyler Heim Bridge Replacement

Project replaces the original six-lane vertical-lift
span bridge with a seven-lane bridge, including
one additional southbound auxiliary lane and
standard emergency shoulders,” said Michael

$247M Caltrans Project Replaces Historic Bridge

What do you get when you com-
bine an energy fueled Texas econo-
my with a series of aggressive acqui-
sitions, good old-fashioned customer
service and some unconventional
diversification?
You get Doggett Equipment

Services Group, part of Leslie
Doggett Industries and one of the top
five John Deere Construction

Equipment dealers in the United
States.
Doggett is based in Houston and

greatly benefits from pipeline con-
struction in both the Permian Basin
and Eagle Ford Shale of south Texas,
according to Mike Ortiz, who heads
Doggett’s Construction and Forestry
Division.

Texas’ Economy Fuels
Doggett Equipment

see DOGGETT page 22
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The hot Texas economy is only one factor in the rapid
growth of the company.
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Made in the U.S.A.
Since 1949

ALABAMA
THOMPSON 
TRACTOR
www.thompsontractor.com
Auburn
334-321-2030
Birmingham
205-326-0334
Dothan
334-673-3300
Huntsville
256-532-3001
Mobile
251-452-1180
Montgomery
334-262-1101
Oxford/Anniston
256-835-5737
Shelby County
205-649-9489
Tuscaloosa
205-247-3402

NORTH CAROLINA
JAMES RIVER 
EQUIPMENT
www.jamesriverequipment.com
Asheville
828-667-0176
Charlotte
704-597-0211
Wilkesboro
336-973-8201
Ahoskie
252-332-5550

Fayetteville
910-424-1200 
Greenville
252-758-4403
New Bern
252-638-5838
Raleigh
919-772-2121
Wilmington
910-675-9211

SOUTH CAROLINA
MAY HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT
RENTAL & SALES
www.mayequip.com
Columbia
(888) 865-1002

VIRGINIA
JAMES RIVER 
EQUIPMENT
www.jamesriverequipment.com
Ashland Ag
804-358-6776
Fisherville
540-337-3057
Winchester
540-667-9777

COLORADO
WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO.
www.wagnerequipment.com

Aurora 
303-739-3000

Denver
303-433-2727 (Rental)

Carbondale
970-963-7368 (Rental)

Commerce City
303-286-2300 (Rental)

Colorado Springs
719-390-7316 (Rental)

719-635-1669
Granby

970-328-2080 (Rental)
Gypsum

970-328-2080 (Rental)
Hayden

970-276-3781 
Silverthorne

970-262-3788 (Rental)
Fort Collins

970-493-5005 (Rental)
Grand Junction

970-245-6546 (Rental)
970-242-2834

Pueblo
719-544-0088 (Rental)

719-544-4433
Steamboat Springs

970-871-1990 (Rental)
Windsor

970-278-1750 (Rental)
Burlington

719-346-7880 (Rental)
(719) 346-5132

Durango
970-259-2001 (Rental)

970-259-2001
Windsor

970-278-1750

NORTH DAKOTA
TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT

www.tractorandequipment.com
Williston • 701-572-8377

NEVADA
CASHMAN EQUIPMENT

www.cashmanequipment.com
3300 St. Rose Parkway
Henderson, NV 89052

702-649-8777
Fax: 702-633-4699
Elko • 775-738-9871

Reno/Sparks • 775-358-5111

NEW MEXICO
WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO.
www.wagnerequipment.com

Flora Vista
505-334-5522 (Rental)

La Cruces
575-647-9700
Albuquerque

505-938-2000 (Rental)
505-345-8411

Hobbs
575-393-2148 (Rental)

575-393-3665
Clovis

505-235-3294 (Rental)
Farmington

505-327-5331

TEXAS
ANDERSON MACHINERY CO.
www.andersonmachinerytexas.com
Corpus Christi • 361-289-6043

Manor • 512-272-8133
Pharr • 956-781-5995

San Antonio • 210-661-2366
Victoria • 361-575-8111

GEORGE P. BANE, INC.
www.banemachinery.com
Tyler • 903-597-6641

RDO EQUIPMENT CO.
www.rdoequipment.com

Fort Worth • 817-232-8094
Hewitt • 254-666-3900
Irving • 972-438-4699
Laredo • 956-718-1909

McKinney • 214-856-4899
New Braunfels • 830-632-3100
Pflugerville • 512-272-4141

WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO.
www.wagnerequipment.com

El Paso
915-493-5005 (Rental)

915-821-7651

WYOMING
TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT

www.tractorandequipment.com
Worland • 307-347-4747

Doggett Equipment Services Group
Acquires Three Dealerships, 17 Locations

Doggett Industries’ aim is to be a one-stop supplier to the construction and industrial markets. 

Mike Ortiz leads Doggett’s
Construction and Forestry
Division.

“We wanted to build a premier service facility. We
truly wanted the building to be a statement as to
our commitment to the Houston market.”

Mike Ortiz
Doggett Equipment Services Group

But the hot Texas economy is only one factor in the rapid
growth of the company, whose sales now exceed $1.3 billion
annually.

Always looking for opportunities to grow its John Deere
footprint, Doggett has acquired three separate Deere dealer-
ships with 17 locations since 2005. 

Doggett  performs above the national market share aver-
age in all markets served.  

“In some cases, that represents a tripling of where Deere
was before we came into the market,” Ortiz said. 

Dramatic increases in inventory, unmatched commitment
to service and innovative sales approaches have all con-
tributed to the growth, he said.

The company’s goal is to “perform at 30 percent market
share or better ultimately,” according to Ortiz.

The 2010 purchase of Rush Enterprises’ John Deere
Dealerships in East Texas is Doggett’s most recent acquisi-
tion in the construction division, and it put the company in
the Houston market.  Three years ago, the company opened
its new Houston branch, which also houses the corporate
headquarters for all of Doggett’s holdings and boasts 36
service bays. The new facility was a $24 million capital
investment.  

Across all branches, Doggett now has more than 150 serv-
ice bays along with 150 service technicians in the field, and
a total of 300 service technicians. Approximately 1,300 peo-
ple are employed by Doggett across all industries.

Ortiz said the company knew early on that it would need
more capacity for both sales and service operations in order
to meet its growth objectives.

“We wanted to build a premier service facility. We truly
wanted the building to be a statement as to our commitment
to the Houston market,” he said of the structure that stands
along the North Freeway, just outside of downtown.

Prior to the Rush acquisition, the company bought four
J.C. Brown Deere locations in 2005 and followed up in 2007
by purchasing the Nortrax locations in Louisiana and north-
east Texas.

“Same store growth has easily doubled in all locations
since Doggett’s involvement in the markets,” said Ortiz, a
12-year veteran of Doggett Machinery who has worked with
the John Deere brand for more than two decades.

The company’s territory for Deere is now contiguous,
stretching from I-45 east through Texas and the entire state
of Louisiana.

“Although our markets are contiguous, they are very
diverse,” Ortiz said.

Oil, Gas, Energy Drive Doggett’s Markets
Houston is, of course, driven by oil and gas and bolstered

further by a strong commercial site prep market.  
“There is always something happening in Houston,” Ortiz

said.
The Eagle Ford shale and its 1.8 million barrels of oil per

DOGGETT from page 1

see DOGGETT page 38
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Bacon-Universal Company, Inc.
www.baconuniversal.com
HI
Hilo
808-935-8595 • 800-352-3508
Honolulu
808-839-7202 • 800-352-3508
Kailua-Kona
808-326-1212 • 800-352-3508
Kauai (Lihue)
808-245-8472 • 800-352-3508
Wailuku Maui
808-244-9158 • 800-352-3508

Clairemont Equipment Co.
www.clairemontequipment.com
CA
Escondido
760-739-9100
Fontana
909-429-9100
Imperial
760-355-7700
Indio
760-863-5558
San Diego
858-278-8351

Kirby-Smith Machinery Inc.
www.kirby-smith.com
OK
Oklahoma City
405-495-7820 • 800-375-3339
Tulsa
918-438-1700 • 800-375-3733
TX
Abilene
325-692-6334 • 877-577-5729
Amarillo
806-373-2826 • 800-283-1247
Dallas
214-371-7777 • 800-753-1247
Ft. Worth
817-378-0600 • 877-851-9977
Lubbock
806-745-2112 • 866-289-6087
Odessa
432-333-7000 • 877-794-1800

Power Motive Corporation
www.powermotivecorp.com
CO
Colorado Springs
719-576-5541
Denver
303-355-5900
Durango
970-259-0455 • 970-259-0456
Grand Junction
970-241-1550
Milliken
970-587-1188
WY
Cheyenne
307-634-5149

Every Komatsu Tier 4 construction machine comes standard
with Komatsu CARE complimentary factory scheduled 
maintenance for 2,000 hours or the first 3 years, plus 2 
complimentary Komatsu Diesel Particulate Filter exchanges.
With Komatsu CARE you can:

• Lower your cost of ownership
• Increase equipment uptime and reliability
• Protect the value of your Tier 4 capital investment

It’s just part of our Program designed to deliver complete 
service and support solutions to Komatsu customers.

To learn more about Komatsu CARE
contact your Komatsu distributor or scan
this QR code with your smart phone.

GO WITH KOMATSU... AND GET THE ONLY 
TIER 4 EQUIPMENT WITH COMPLIMENTARY 
MAINTENANCE BUILT RIGHT IN.

WEST KOMATSU DISTRIBUTORS

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

     

          
   

    

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

  

   

  

   

   

 
   

   
 

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doggett Aims to Be One-Stop-Shop
in Construction, Industrial Markets
day dominate the South Texas market,
which is served by Doggett’s Victoria
and McAllen branches. The lignite
mines in East Texas have bolstered
sales in the Longview, Tyler and
Lufkin branches.

Southern Louisiana also is energy
driven, with equipment needed for off-
shore drilling support operations.
Northern Louisiana is more diverse.

At the end of the day, though, oil and
gas are still what keeps the company on
a growth pattern that is projected for
the next several years.

Doggett has been a major equipment
provider for the Rover, Ruby and
Valley Crossing pipelines, and over the
next six months expects to put
machines to work on three more huge
lines. Both the Cactus and Gray Oak
Pipelines will carry oil from the
Permian Basin to the Gulf Coast, while
the Gulf Coast Express will be a 42 in.
line carrying natural gas from the basin
to the coast. The projects total more
than $1 billion in costs.

“The Permian Basin is huge for us,”
Ortiz said, explaining that while the
dealership does not have locations in
West Texas, the oil and gas has to get to
the refineries and shipping facilities on
the coast, and therefore are constructed
largely in Doggett territory.

In addition to energy, general site
prep, underground utilities, and road-
building are all important markets for
Doggett and its product lines. The com-
pany sells Dynapac compaction and
paving equipment to complement the
Deere line of earthmoving machines.

While Doggett does not sell John
Deere agricultural equipment, the huge
cotton farms of Texas provide a big
market for Deere’s wheel loaders.
Post-Hurricane Construction
Post Hurricane Harvey construction

is finally beginning in earnest, and the
Fight Flooding bond, approved in
August will pump billions of dollars
into the construction industry in Harris
(Houston) and surrounding counties.
The project, which could approach
Boston’s big dig in size and scope, will
raise levees, and address the bayou
flow in eastern Texas, while also
increasing the capacity of area reservoirs.

Diversifying to Grow
Doggett’s aim “is to be a one-stop

supplier to the construction and indus-
trial markets,” according to Ortiz.
Doggett Industries, whose current
product offering includes John Deere
construction and forestry equipment,
Freightliner trucks, Toyota material
handling equipment and Ford cars and
trucks, recently purchased Lonestar
Ford and has relocated the dealership to
an 8-acre site adjacent to the existing

Deere dealership on North Freeway in
Houston.

The company’s current construction
lines include John Deere, Dynapac,
Fuchs, Hitachi Excavators, Trail King
Trailers and Morbark grinders.

(This story also can be found on
Construction Equipment Guide’s
website at www.constructionequip-
mentguide.com.) CEG

DOGGETT from page 22

Across all branches, Doggett now has more than 150 service bays along
with 150 service technicians in the field, and a total of 300 service techni-
cians. Approximately 1,300 people are employed by Doggett across all
industries.

Doggett Equipment Services Group is based in Houston and greatly ben-
efits from pipeline construction in both the Permian Basin and Eagle
Ford Shale of south Texas.
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